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Dear Friends, 

I hope you have all had a restful summer. It is good 

that a few church programs continued, especially the 

Tuesday morning Bible Study and the Wednesday 

mid-week Eucharist. On Sundays, it has been good 

to have the choir seated among us singing. There have been some sad mo-

ments, especially, the unexpected death of our parishioner Neil Turner. 

Thank you to all who attended and assisted with his funeral which brought 

together well over one hundred people from all parts of Neil’s life. I also 

want to express my personal thanks to you all for your support on the 

death of my father at the age of 98 in early June. I still miss him. He was a 

devoted reader of the weekly Friday electronic newsletter and knew what 

was happening in the parish. I shall continue to be mindful of his constant 

advice, “pace yourself.” Thank you also to all who kept juice and refresh-

ments going this summer after the Sunday service. And to those, lay and 

clergy, who took over while I was away on holiday in June and July. 

There have been a few Corporation-related items accomplished or set in 

motion over the summer. The roof has been repaired (the big section over 

the pulpit, another over the fireplace and the flat roof above the Chapel of 

the Holy Spirit entrance) at only $1,500 over budget. However, cash flow 

has remained good over the summer and we are now paying our monthly 

Diocesan Mission and Ministry (DM&M) assessment and salary payments 

by direct deposit from our account. We also budgeted $8,500 from our en-

dowment income towards the roof repair costs.  

We have also had an inspection by the City of Hamilton Fire Marshal’s of-

fice and we are putting into practice their recommendations concerning 

posting of fire safety plans, changing of a few locks, and keeping a log book 

on fire extinguishers, exit lights, fire alarms, etc. Robert Pearce has kindly 

agreed to take on the position as our Fire Warden to see that the monthly 

inspections are done and Ruth Faulks will ensure that all the groups that 

use the church are on board with the new requirements. One of those re-

quirements is that we have a fire drill on a Sunday morning. More on that 

in September. 

The Diocese has also alerted us that another three-year cycle of volunteer 
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risk management is beginning. I am thankful to 

Mary Goldsberry for agreeing to continue with this 

work. For volunteers requiring police clearances, the 

Diocese requires that these be renewed every three 

years. The process can be done online. The parish 

can meet the cost if necessary. 

The repair of the roof, the concern with fire safety 

and the commitment to the protection of children 

and vulnerable adults are all an important part of 

our Christian culture of protection and safety, espe-

cially of the vulnerable. They are also an important 

part of the stewardship of our historic building to 

ensure that it and the worship and programs in 

which we participate here have a future. Thank you 

for your support and time in these ventures, though 

sometimes they may feel very bureaucratic.  

We have just heard that our Lay Pastoral Assistant, 

Dr. Leonel Abaroa, who has been with us the past 

two years, is being ordained a Deacon on St. Mat-

thew’s Day, September 21st, at Christ’s Church Cathe-

dral, Hamilton, at 7 p.m. I hope as many members of 

the parish will be present as possible. Leonel will 

serve a six-month curacy starting September 1st split 

between St. John’s, Locke Street (75% of his time) 

and ourselves (25%) under the primary supervision 

of Archdeacon David Anderson of St. John’s. The di-

ocese will meet the full cost. God willing, after six 

months, Leonel will then be ordained a priest and 

placed in a position in the Diocese. Leonel will be 

with us one Sunday a month and continue to do the 

weekly bulletin. St. John’s is a new place for him, so 

much of his time will be spent getting to know that 

congregation. Congratulations to Leonel and please 

keep him in your prayers as he prepares for this im-

portant day. I shall be his clergy presenter at the or-

dination. 

I continue to believe that one of the strengths of our 

parish is friendliness and hospitality. Week after 

week we see visitors welcomed and people engaged 

in conversation and giving one another support.  

Ours is not an easy neighbourhood to go out into. 

But we can open our doors wider. This summer St. 

Paul’s Presbyterian Church downtown kept its doors 

open every day and invited all who passed by to 

come in for a tour and conversation. I am going to 

suggest to the Parish Council in September that we 

look at doing the same. Of course, it would take vol-

unteers to be present as guides but it would also be a 

é

chance for volunteers to rest and read a book when 

no one comes. Our office assistant, Marie, frequently 

gives tours of the church though it is not really a 

part of her job. Perhaps that is something that pa-

rishioners might take on. 

Like many of you, over the past few months, I have 

become addicted to CNN and other news networks 

broadcasting the strange political spectacle to the 

south of us. At first it was a comedy, now it feels like 

a tragedy. It also produces much anxiety and all the 

actors need to be constantly in our prayers, includ-

ing those who are most abusive or distasteful.  

One of my concerns is that the same toxic political 

and institutional life does not take root in Canada. 

In the United States, the Episcopal and other main-

line Churches have been crucial peacemakers and 

models of loving diversity when faced with racism 

and narrow nationalism. Parishes such as ours, 

whatever the denomination, can model within our 

communities, unity in diversity and deep friendship 

across all sorts of differences. From time to time, 

there may be public demonstrations in Hamilton to 

express community commitment to peace, justice, 

interfaith friendship, the rights of Canada’s indige-

nous peoples, human rights around the world and 

other just causes. I encourage you to participate. 

And if you have a friend who needs communion and 

friendship, invite them to be part of our community. 

As we embark upon a new program year, may God 

continue to bless us and help us discern the way for-

ward.  And even though the cold is coming, may our 

hearts and friendship continue to be warm, both 

among ourselves and to the strangers at our door. 

 With every blessing, 

+Terry, Bishop-Rector 
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The parish has an active Worship Com-

mittee that meets approximately every 

two months. We reflect on our worship 

life and plan special services. We are 

mindful that “liturgy” means “work of 

the people” and that the whole congre-

gation is to participate in worship as 

much as possible.  

Thus, members of the congregation participate in 

reading lessons, serving at the altar, chalice bearing, 

singing in the choir, leading intercessions and serv-

ing as wardens and greeters. All these lay ministries 

are open to the congregation and if you are interest-

ed in any of them, please see Bishop Terry. We have 

a special need for readers and chalice bearers. 

In our last meeting on July 17th, we discussed how 

sermons might be more interactive. While the Tues-

day morning Bible study usually studies the lessons 

coming up the next Sunday, not everyone attends 

and the preacher might offer some additional new 

insights.  

Out of our discussion we decided as an experiment 

to have a small discussion group with the preacher 

after the service for four weeks starting on Sunday, 

July 23rd.  These discussion groups have taken place 

and seem to have gone well. Thank you for all who 

participated and the Worship Committee will be 

looking at whether to continue this practice, perhaps 

once a month. The discussion group does limit the 

ability of the preacher and participants to meet and 

welcome visitors, which is one concern and when 

Fall comes, there will also be the choir practice. But 

the discussion has been good. Even if there is not 

formal discussion group, you are always encouraged 

to give feedback or ask questions about the sermon 

of the preacher. 

This summer we have been using our more informal 

circular formation. We shall go back to the regular 

formation on Sunday, September 10th, which will al-

so be a Welcome Back Sunday and include a commu-

nity meal. Sunday School will also resume then. Cof-

fee hours and community meals after the Eucharist 

are an ancient tradition of the church, the “agape” or 

“love feast” of the whole community after sharing in 

Christ’s Body and Blood. 

Upcoming special services include Sunday, October 

1st, St. Francis Day and the blessing of animals; Sun-

day, October 8th, Thanksgiving; Sunday, October 

22nd, St. Luke’s Day with the Sacrament of Healing; 

and Sunday, November 12th, Remembrance Day. If 

you have ideas about any of these special days, 

please let the Worship Committee know. 

The Worship Committee is not a closed group. If you 

are interested in joining, please see Bishop Terry. We 

usually meet on a Monday evening, every two 

months. As Christians, prayer and worship are at the 

centre of our lives. The Committee welcomes your 

suggestions as to how we might better and more joy-

fully praise God.  

No one really likes to think about his or her death, but when the time comes, it is very helpful to the clergy 

planning the funeral if there are some instructions, especially about favourite readings and hymns, and 

whether there is to be a service at the church and whether it will be a Eucharist. In the parish office, there is a 

confidential file of sealed envelopes of parishioners’ funeral instructions. I would encourage you to add your 

envelope of instructions to this file. I would be happy to work with you on these preparations. There is also 

available in the office a folder which covers a broad range of issues around planning for death. I know that 

some wish to have no funeral but funerals are for the living as much as the dead and help those left behind 

with their grief. A well-planned funeral is a moving witness to the departed. So, I invite you into that planning 

process now. Please speak with me for any assistance or further information. 

+Terry, Bishop-Rector 
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As you may know, I am now less 

than one month away from my ordi-

nation as deacon in the Church of 

God and within this diocese of Niag-

ara. This has been an almost 3 years 

process, with lots of probing, dis-

cernment, and prayer. I have been 

accompanied and led by wonderful 

mentors and colleagues, and learned 

from congregations in their gifts and 

vocations –congregations as seem-

ingly different as Ascension and San 

Gabriel, for example. Throughout 

this time, some of the most reward-

ing experiences as an ordinand have 

been right here and as part of this 

community of the Ascension.  

The transitional deaconate, as an order of ministry in 

the Church, is one necessary step towards ordination 

as a priest, but also an opportunity for ordinands to 

experience the gifts and demands of the ministry of 

deacons. As it has been defined elsewhere, the main 

distinction between deacons and priests is that dea-

cons tend to the ‘church scattered,’ the Church-

outside-the-walls, ‘interpreting the needs of the 

world to the Church,’ while priests tend to the needs 

of the ‘church gathered.’  

At the same time, while we are perhaps accustomed 

to seeing ordained ministers as active mostly in 

(Sunday) worship, the demands and possibilities of 

these vocations make them all-week-long commit-

ments; in this case, the main challenge for deacons is 

that of translating back and forth that life of the 

Church during the week into the experience of the 

gathered community, in worship, service, and learn-

ing.  

No vocation to Christian ministry is solely an indi-

vidual’s quest. The whole community of the Church, 

and specifically that of the parish community, is in-

volved in and participates in my, yours, our voca-

tions to ministry in the Church – our awakening to 

and our growth and maturing in this calling.  

So, in this sense, my hope is that this time serving as 

deacon will give me some experience in both the pas-

toral administration and practice 

of ministries of service, while 

also preparing and enabling me 

to acquire new, appropriate ex-

periences as I move towards my 

priesting and ministering as 

such in the Church. I look at the 

community of the Church of the 

Ascension as my Christian com-

munity of both ministry and 

learning, with whose members I 

hope to serve, and whose minis-

try I look forward to further em-

bracing and enabling, as a dea-

con in the Church. 

But I am also interested in what 

the church thinks my concerns 

and goals as a deacon should be – where do you see 

me growing as a minister of the Church, how do you 

see me further benefiting from the collective experi-

ence and wisdom of our congregation, as I grow into 

my sacramental commitments as an ordained minis-

ter? As I ready myself for this new season of love and 

ministry with my home congregation, I hope that you 

will not hesitate to share your own thoughts and con-

cerns about both my ministry and that of the Church 

in general, and that you will keep me and the whole 

Church in your prayers. 

In Christ, 

Leonel 
 

ñ

THE RECIPE OF LIFE 
    

    Take a dash of wisdom 

    Mix it well with common sense 

    Sift together strength of mind, 

    Patience then commence to 

    measure full the gifts of love, 

    compassion & goodwill.  Add a little 

    humbleness and if there is room still, 

    sprinkle in unselfishness. Then flavour 

    with a smile. You will find this recipe 

    makes living most worthwhile. 

 Submitted by Catherine Bell 
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 Ethel Hambleton, a long-time parishioner died 

on May 31st at Extendicare in Hamilton. Our con-

dolences are sent to her family especially her 

daughter Carol Carr and her granddaughter Julie 

as well as other surviving family members. A ser-

vice for Ethel was conducted by Bishop Terry at 

P.X. Dermody Funeral home on June 3rd. 

 Our sincere sympathy is extended to the family of 

Robert (Bob) Hamilton who died on July 1st 

in Hamilton. Bob is survived by his loving wife 

Arlene and children Paul and Andrea as well as 

many other family members. Bob and Arlene 

were dedicated supporters of our parish. He will 

be missed.  

 John Bokstein, son of parishioner Bernice 

Bokstein, died on June 7th. He will be missed by 

his wife Barbara and children Nicole, Sarah and 

Johnny. A celebration of his life was held on June 

24th in Hamilton. 

 We extend our best wishes to Joy Drew as she 

moves to her new home at Caroline Place at the 

end of August. May you enjoy all the advantages 

of living in your new home, Joy.   

 Many members of our Ascension family were 

saddened to hear of the sudden death of Neil 

Turner who died on August 1st. Along with his 

brother Dave and niece Kimberly he will be very 

much missed by many people in our community 

as well as his Ascension family. A service for Neil 

was held at the Ascension on Friday, August 11th.   

 Ross and Diane Crocker have moved to 

Meadowlands retirement Home at 1148 Mohawk 

Road in Ancaster. We wish you all the best as you 

adjust to your new environment. 

 Congratulations to Stan Bowers on his selec-

tion to receive the Order of Niagara on behalf of 

this parish. A service will be held at the Cathedral 

on October 15th. Well done, Stanley! 

 Bishop Terry’s father, Charles Brown, died on 

June 6th in Michigan. A memorial service and 

committal will take place at a later date at St. 

Raphael’s Episcopal Church, Ft. Myers Beach, 

Florida. Our sympathies are extended to Bishop 

Terry and his sister and family. 

 Our sympathy is extended to Abby Mulvihill 

and her husband James on the death of his father 

Neville on August 8th.  

 Condolences are extended from our parish family 

to Phyllis Brown on the death of her brother-in

-law Johnnie Ribeiro. 

 Violet Histed, a long-time member of our par-

ish was honoured at the Queen’s Baton Relay in 

Hamilton on July 28th. Vi was a competitor in the 

original British Empire Games (now the Com-

monwealth Games) that were held here in Hamil-

ton in 1930. The Queen’s Baton was carried by 

her granddaughter into the event held at Tim 

Horton’s field. Vi, you continue to be an inspira-

tion to all who know you.  

 Stephen Murray, who is often our substitute 

organist has received his PHD in Mechanical En-

gineering and is now doing research at McMas-

ter. Well done, Stephen. 
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This team has not had a meeting during the summer 

and therefore there is no special news to report. How-

ever, I did think it might be of interest to some parish-

ioners to know that when we begin our meetings, fol-

lowing the opening prayer which is shared by mem-

bers of the team, we have a very short time of sharing. 

It is not meant to be a lengthy presentation but only a 

few words responding to a particular question. During 

this time some memorable comments have been 

made that have made some of us reflect more about 

the subject at hand. Here are some of the questions 

that have been proposed. Perhaps you too might con-

sider your response. 

 What aspect of our worship service do you most 

appreciate? 

 What Lenten discipline do you attempt to follow? 

 As we celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday, what 

thing about or country do you most appreciate? 

 What is your best childhood memory of summer-

time? 

 What aspects of the Fall season do you most en-

joy? 

 Can you describe your longest “best “friend?  

What makes the relationship special? 

 Tell us about the first book or movie that you re-

member reading or seeing. 

 What special toy do you recall receiving for Christ-

mas?   

 What one article would you want to take with you 

if you had to move to a smaller home? 

Please do not hesitate to call Bishop Terry or Marie in 

the office or a member of the Pastoral Team if a spe-

cial need arises.   

Members of the team are Ruth Roberts, Ruth Faulks, 

Margaret Gibbs, Merle Jordan, Jean LePan, Bishop 

Terry, Deacon Jann, Leonel Abaroa-Boloña, Diane 

Bussey and Martha Ronalds. 

Ruth Roberts 

Our Fundraising team was pleased with the re-

sponse of all who attended the Jazz Concert on 

May 26th.  It was a great success with many posi-

tive comments about the music and the general 

experience of the evening. Dan Wiler and his 

band did a wonderful job of presenting a very en-

joyable concert. There were 55 tickets sold. We 

had visitors who heard about us from the news-

paper, Cable 14, the sandwich board and other 

church bulletins. Our very special thanks is ex-

tended to John Laing for the wonderful job he did 

in contacting Dan and generally overseeing the 

event. Thanks as well to a couple of very generous 

donations we were able to raise $618.61 

On June 23rd, we were so pleased to welcome our 

former bishop Ralph Spence who presented a 

most informative talk on heraldry, highlighting 

the flags of Canada. A delicious meal of ham and 

scalloped potato, salad, green beans and kernel 

corn and a tasty dessert was enjoyed by all who 

attended. Many thanks to our secretary Marie for 

creating the poster and getting the publicity out 

to various media outlets. As of this time we made 

a profit of $699.79 

Some members of the parish may have heard that 

we were considering a project in co-ordination 

with Value Village to collect used clothing and 

other items. Unfortunately, I got word from Val-

ue Village that they do not need any more articles 

at this time. We will keep you informed if things 

change.  

A meeting to plan for the fall events will be held 

on Monday, August 28 at 7:30 pm. If you are in-

terested in joining our team or have ideas that 

you would like us to consider, please come to our 

meeting if you can or let us know if you have sug-

gestions for future fundraising activities. We val-

ue you interest and support. 

One final note: please mark your calendars now 

for Friday, December 8th for our Annual Christ-

mas Dinner. 

Ruth Roberts 
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• Ruth Roberts for providing the red carna-

tions as boutonnieres to make the celebration 

of Pentecost a special service. 

• Dave Le Febvre, Phyllis Brown, Marjo-

rie Pilgrim and others who have assisted 

on several Sunday Coffee Hours during the 

summer. Your efforts are much appreciated.  

• Ruth Faulks for the work she has done on 

the Telephone Tree. Her contributions to this 

project were most worthwhile.  

• Diane Crocker for the donation of the 

framed  pen and ink drawing of the Church of 

the Church of the Ascension which was the 

original painting  won by her sister Beverly 

Farmer at Holly Fayre years ago.  

• Murray Allen for ensuring that the drawing 

of the church, donated by Diane Crocker is 

hung, along with other historic renditions of 

our parish, on the stairway near the Chapel. 

• Ruth Faulks for all the efforts she puts into 

ensuring that those who rent our facilities are 

looked after in a positive manner. Especially 

we thank Ruth for the many hours spent or-

ganizing the Ontario Music Festival. Your 

time and talents are most appreciated.  

• Robert Pearce for taking responsibility for 

ensuring that our fire prevention logs are kept 

up to date.  

• The members of the Social Committee for 

their efforts with the lunch following the ser-

vice on May 28th and the Strawberry Social at 

the end of June.  

• Those who took a leadership role in the Tues-

day Bible Studies during the summer months. 

Your contributions are much appreciated. 

• Ruth Roberts, and her many helpers, who host-

ed the reception following the service for Neil Turner.  

• Sandra Boulter who organizes the Sunday lunches 

as well as the Birthday dinners. The opportunity for 

fellowship at these events is an important aspect of 

our church life.  

• A great big thank you to all who take time to shop and 

bring in much needed food for St Matthew’s House 

Foodbank and to those who’ve made a wonderful 

monetary donation as well. Karen Randall has again 

thanked The Ascension for all our help in her recent 

letter to us.  It’s much appreciated. 

This past May/June, the Ascension welcomed the On-

tario Music Festivals Association to our main space. 

Many grade school youngsters and high schoolers 

competed in their interest: drama, comedy, piano.   

They all certainly enjoyed their time with us. We had a 

few lovely thank you notes expressing their apprecia-

tion and thanking us for helping them to have such an 

enjoyable and successful competition in our lovely fa-

cilities. The competitors certainly appreciated us, as 

did Martha Gregory, the Executive Director, Pickering 

GTA Music Festival and the President of O.M.F.A. 

thanking us on behalf of the Ontario Music Festivals 

Association. Martha also mentioned Ruth Faulks’ 

kindness and support to keep things running smooth-

ly and hoped that those that attended from our church 

enjoyed hearing Ontario’s talented youth as well.  

They’ve also booked to be with us next June. Below: a 

photo from the recent competition (another on page 5 

above). 
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On Saturday evening, January 6, 

1887, the church was partially 

destroyed by fire. As the organ 

had not been working well dur-

ing choir practice, the verger, 

Mr. Paradine, offered to go in 

behind to find out the cause of 

the trouble. Mr. Paradine being 

rather stout and the aperture 

small, it was easier for Mr. Fair-

clough, the organist, to get 

through, and in he went, carry-

ing a lighted taper. In moving 

about, the taper came in contact 

with the trackers attached to the 

keys, which at once ignited. In a 

few minutes the whole organ was 

blazing, Christmas decorations 

and dry woodwork causing the 

fire to spread rapidly. Part of the 

south wall and the tower and bells 

escaped the flames, but before the fire was put out 

the whole interior of the church was destroyed. 

It was a memorable scene. The choir mistress, who 

lived not far from the church, served hot coffee to the 

fire brigade, while a considerable crowd, many of 

whom were in evening dress, collected in the streets 

to watch the blaze. The first offer of assistance came 

from Congregation Anshe Sholem, who generously 

offered the use of the synagogue to the burned-out 

parish. 

Reconstruction began on June 7, 1887. The archi-

tects were Messrs Darling and Currie, of Toronto, 

and the work was completed by March 4, 1888, at a 

cost of $25,000. Among other improvements the 

chancel was made more spacious with room for an 

organ chamber as well as choir and clergy vestries.  

Opening services were held on March 8, 1888. 

After the fire, the nave of the church was rebuilt al-

most exactly as before, the chancel only being en-

larged to provide space for choir stalls and organ. 

The three galleries, at the south, north and west 

sides of the church were replaced. In the old days the 

church was heated by stoves, the pipes going out 

somewhere in the west wall. Only one window sur-

vived the fire, that to the memory 

of Joshua Hebden, on the south 

wall near the parish War memo-

rials. The large window in the 

west gallery was originally the 

chancel window. After the fire it 

was found in a half-destroyed 

condition, the pieces of glass all 

mixed up, although not broken, 

when the leaded frames melted. 

Mr. Adam Brown consulted an 

expert glass designer, who col-

lected the scattered pieces and 

rebuilt the window 

A contemporary newspaper ac-

count of the re-opening of the 

church says that there was a 

large congregation, “galleries and 

body of church being crowded 

and the aisles filled with chairs. 

The musical services were particularly fine, the mu-

sic sounding out grandly from the new chancel. The 

organ was heard for the first time, and its deep, rich 

bass tone and clear and beautiful flute notes delight-

ed everyone. . . . The collections of the day were very 

liberal.” 

Information and photo from: The Church of the 

Ascension, Hamilton. A Short History 1850-

1950, by Mary Harrington Farmer  

In Touch is produced four to five times yearly for 

the parish family of the Church of the Ascension. 

The deadline for the next newsletter, which will 

cover December through February, is Tuesday, 

November 21. Early submissions are always 

much appreciated.  

Please direct submissions to: 

mary_goldsberry@yahoo.com. Questions or con-

cerns may also be directed to the church office.  

A sincere “thank you” to all who contributed to 

this edition of the newsletter. 

mailto:mary_goldsberry@yahoo.com

