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Dear Friends in Christ,
Pentecost season has arrived! Having worked our way
through the fifty days of Easter, reflecting upon and
highlighting Christ’s Resurrection and our participation
in it, we come to Pentecost Sunday, the celebration of
the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church, especially as recounted by Luke in
the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.
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While the old Book of Common Prayer numbered the Sundays that followed from Trinity Sunday, which still follows a week after Pentecost, new
ecumenical calendars (including our own) number Sundays from Pentecost
Sunday. This change highlights the importance of Pentecost and keeps it in
our minds all through summer and fall to Advent.
Luke’s description of the Pentecost event in Acts 2 is only one of several in
the New Testament. In John’s Gospel (20: 19-23), Jesus imparts the Holy
Spirit at his presence with the disciples the evening after his Resurrection
and immediately sends them into the world to proclaim it. At the end of
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus imparts the Holy Spirit just before his Ascension.
Paul suggests the same in Ephesians 4: 8. Paul’s own Spirit-giving personal
encounter with the Resurrected Christ came after all these.
The common theme is that after Jesus has parted from the earth, he leaves
his Spirit behind to guide the church. With time, the early church combined these different teachings about God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit into
the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. They also read them back into the Old Testament, including the passages in Genesis where the Spirit moves over the
water in creation and the work of the Spirit through the prophets.
Each of the biblical accounts highlights different features of the Holy Spirit.
For example, Acts 2 emphasizes unity coming out of extreme diversity, reversing the tower of Babel, and common joy in salvation in Christ. John’s
version of Pentecost emphasizes forgiveness of sins and mission. Paul has
two lists of gifts of the Spirit: in 1 Corinthians 12: 7-10, wisdom, knowledge,
faith, healing, doing of miracles, prophecy, and discernment/interpretation
of tongues; and in Romans 12: 6-8, prophecy, service, exhortation
(preaching), leadership and mercy. Of course, in 1 Corinthians 13, Paul
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makes it clear that the individual gifts must be a part
of the essential gift, love (Greek, agape, God’s selfgiving love in Jesus Christ), for them to work effectively. They are not commodities to be selfishly possessed.
Many years later, in Galatians 5: 22-23, Paul’s “fruits
of the Spirit” are love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol. The more personal quality of this list compared to the more abstract quality of the list in 1 Corinthians suggests a lot of life experience between
the two and the realization that the gifts of the Spirit
must be lived and experienced and produce good
concrete results.
That we continue to gather for worship, fellowship,
teaching, prayer, pastoral care, mission, sharing of
resources and administration is a sign that we are
still the church guided by the Holy Spirit. Of course,
the biblical descriptions and lists also challenge us in
our individual contexts, especially when we fail.
Those contexts may be very different than two millennia ago (for example, now
there is instant electronic communication and the social media) but the descriptions and
•
lists still hold.

•

To re-contextualize for today, let
me briefly suggest three gifts or
•
fruits of the Holy Spirit that we
in the parish might work on cultivating (and I include myself) through our prayer,
worship and friendship with one another and the
church beyond ourselves. They may sound a bit
strange but Pentecost brought early Christians into
strange territory too.
The first is laughter. It relates, of course, to the gift
of joy. Having a sense of humour is a gift of the Spirit. In Christ our burdens, even the burden of death,
are lifted. Cultivate the light touch, even if we feel
burdened down by the cares of the world or family or
workplace. Of course, we do not make light of pain
or suffering (“weep with those who weep”) but joy
and good humour (often the best kind) emerge from
pain and disappointment. The Resurrection took up
and redeemed the pain of the Cross; therefore, we
are a good-humoured people, not dour and judgemental Puritans.

The second is interdependence. Most of us have been
raised with a strong Protestant sense of self-reliance.
I know that once I graduated from university I was
“on my own.” For many, that came earlier. We do
not want to be a burden on others. Our love affair
with the car is part of that; it enables us to go wherever we want, whenever we want, by ourselves. We
don’t want to depend on public transit or others. Often that sense of independence grows as we get older
and fear losing our independence. Perhaps we won’t
even let another hold our hand to help with steps.
However, if we look at the various biblical descriptions, gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit, they are
about putting people into loving friendship with one
another, not about making everyone more independent and self-reliant. They are about making us more
interdependent, not just among ourselves but with
the community around us. I find that sometimes the
clergy and the parish are the last to hear when a parishioner is in hospital or in great need. Yet Scripture
reminds us to bear one another’s burdens. We respect privacy, but privacy is
sometimes another name for
loneliness, especially for single
people. If you have a burden, do
not be afraid to share it. Loving
listening is a gift of the Spirit.
Finally, there is the gift of righteous anger. For some, this may
feel like treading on dangerous
ground. But Paul’s two lists of
the gifts of the Spirit include prophecy; righteous
anger is surely a part of the prophetic tradition, including some of Jesus’s own actions (and Paul himself occasionally got angry). But other gifts explain
how that anger is to be expressed: with wisdom, discernment, mercy, forbearance, gentleness, kindness,
self-control and, most essentially, love.
Within the Christian community, I do not think anger at each other has much place, especially if the
things people are angry about are not so important.
Self-control should be the gift we seek. But there is
plenty to be angry about (as a gift of the Spirit) in the
world today: the treatment of Canada’s indigenous
peoples (historical and contemporary), poverty (local
and global), wars fueled by the arms trade and the
arms trade itself, corrupt and self-serving politicians,
gross self-serving wealth, hatred of people on the

3

margins, including racial, religious and sexual minorities, and hatred and bigotry that calls itself
Christianity.
In our personal witness, political lives, public statements, personal lifestyles, professional lives, generous hospitality, sharing of wealth, participation in
public demonstrations, letter-writing and social
media presence, we can express and channel our
righteous anger in a world that often seems increasingly fixed on hatred of some “other” or another or
gaining wealth and profit at all cost. While we may
feel them, despair and fear are not gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Rather, fueled by the Holy Spirit, we are
called to bring and exercise all the positive gifts of
the Holy Spirit in whatever situation we find ourselves. And even if age has diminished our abilities,
we can still pray for God’s justice to prevail in the
world.
An odd mix: laughter, interdependence and righteous anger. But as God’s people we are not fundamentally of this world. And if those are the gifts of
the Spirit that the church needs today, God will give
them. For the Holy Spirit is God’s eternally pouring
out of the divine love on us all day by day. May God
strengthen us all in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Faithfully,

+Terry, Bishop-Rector

Consultations are continuing between St Joseph's,
the Church of the Ascension and Nostra. The Diocese and Corporation are now currently working
with an independent evaluator to review the current plans to date regarding the redevelopment project.
Sue VanderBent

May 14 (Mother’s Day) at the Ascension
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As winter has made way for spring, and spring begins to segue into summer, much has been happening at the Ascension. Pastoral Committee brought
the monthly volunteer recognition initiative to a satisfying conclusion. The new community lunches after
the service and the Knitting for Peace are unfolding,
both wonderful ways to build community and to provide compassionate outreach. Volunteers have outdone themselves with special events, including the
Spring Tea and the Jazz Concert. The Doors Open
event was a great success.

In the area of maintenance, much gratitude goes out
to volunteers and contractors for all that has been
done behind the scenes in so many ways with doors,
lights, and entrance ways, as well as the kitchen. We
have found a new landscaping company, the Walther
Girls, to care for our lawns and hedges over the summer, and soon the roofers will complete the necessary repairs to the roof.
The relative quiet of summer always provides an opportunity to get perspective and think things through
in a way that is challenging in the busier, event-filled
months that fill the other seasons. Time for us all as

a parish to think about how we envision moving
forward together.
I believe this parish has tremendous potential to
grow and flourish. It seems to me the biggest difficulties are not getting adequate financial resources,
or having enough people signed up to help with
events or to attend them, as urgent as the latter
feels to those constantly wearing too many hats.
Truly caring for each other on a daily and weekly
basis, accepting each other's gifts and presence as
given without requiring that everything be done a
certain way, and welcoming variety and change:
these are some of the areas that seem harder.
In short, this is a good time for the community of
the Ascension to consider what being fully loving
and welcoming to each person means, in every
practical and personal aspect.
Best wishes to everyone for a deeply refreshing and
rejuvenating summer,
Nicole Smith, Rector's Warden

On Sunday, May 14th, Catherine and I attended a
Special Thanksgiving Service at the Ethiopian
Church in Hamilton. We were asked to represent the
Church of the Ascension at this special service.
In my opening remarks I expressed regrets that
Bishop Terry along with Jack and Ruth Faulks were
unable to be present and wished to pass on their best
wishes on this special occasion.
We arrived early and were given a very warm welcome by our hosts. During the service Bishop Cosby
was introduced and referred to the close ties shared
by the Roman Catholic Diocese and the Ethiopian
Church.
I was then called upon to speak on behalf of our
Church. In my brief talk I mentioned that the Church
of the Ascension also had fond memories of the time
they worshipped at our church and went on to say
how pleased they must be to have a permanent place

The Ethiopian Church at 420 Aberdeen Ave.

and a church of their own. Towards the end of the
service Bishop Cosby and I were presented with
gifts for our respective churches.
In conclusion we had a most enjoyable lunch consisting of various dishes of Ethiopian food.
After thanking our hosts we took our leave.
Jim and Catherine Bell
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Murray Allen and Robert Pearce for their work
on various projects around the church. The spring
clean-up of our grounds and new lighting on the
stairs on Forest Avenue are just a few of the noticeable things that they have done recently.

John Fleming for the many hours he spent working to ensure that our financial matters were in good
shape. His expertise and dedication to this task were
much appreciated.



all those who assisted in delivering flowers
and plants following the service on Easter
day. Your efforts are much appreciated.
Thanks also to Ruth Faulks for organizing
this project.



John Laing, the Choir and soloists who
provided joyous music for our Easter season.



Ruth Roberts for organizing a tour of the
Ascension section of Hamilton cemetery on
Holy Saturday, April 15th. All who attended
appreciated learning more about this part of
our parish history.



Dennis Goldsberry for his weekly discussion group that focuses on Literature and Religion. This is an interesting and enjoyable
time each Thursday morning to learn more
about spiritual issues in many forms of literature.



Stan Bowers who coordinated ‘Doors Open’
this year. Held on May 6-7, this event attracted 140 visitors to our church. Thanks as well
go to those who assisted Stan in this event.



Ruth Faulks who has spent many hours as
the coordinator for our Rentals program.
This time consuming effort is much appreciated.



Sue Hawthorne-Bate and her helpers who coordinated the luncheon following the Vestry meeting.



Sepi Aleva and Jean LePan for their work with
other downtown churches to ensure that the World
Day of Prayer service held at St. Paul’s on March 3rd
was a successful event.



Mary Goldsberry for once again ensuring that we
had Easter Cards to send out to members on the
Pastoral List.



Ruth Roberts for her Children’s Talk on March
12th about the Lenten symbol of the Pretzel.





Rev. Janice Maloney-Brooks and others who
helped with the move of our Karen refugee family on
Saturday, March 18th.

Stan Bowers for his Homily on May 7th.
You provided us with much to think about
Stan.



the Social Committee and their helpers who
looked after the Social time following the visit of
Bishop Michael on Sunday, March 26th.

Mike Andress and family for their dedication to ensuring that the Coffee Hour is well
looked after following the Sunday service.
Your time and effort are much appreciated.



the many helpers who provided treats following the
Lenten services on Wednesday mornings. This provided a great opportunity to spend time and continue fellowship with others.

Nicole Smith for her time and devotion to
leading the Centering Prayer and Discussion
Group each Thursday evening from 7 p.m. to
8 p.m.



Rev. Janice Maloney–Brooks who has
begun “Knitting for Peace” once a month following the Wednesday morning service.







Phyllis Brown and Sandra Boulter who helped
with the Pot Luck supper and are always willing to
assist when needed at Coffee Hour.
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Thanks to all who continually drop off foodstuffs, etc. to our basket near our glass front
doors! It’s much appreciated. We’ve been
able to send on at least two pick-ups since
January, with a third pick-up by the St.
Matthew’s House driver in the near future.
The Church of the Ascension received a
Thank-You letter dated May 5th from Karen
Randell, Manager of Social Services, expressing “a huge thank you to each and every one of you for your generous donations of
food both past and present . . . .We rely
heavily on the donations we receive to be
able to continue supporting those less fortunate in our communities. ‘Giving is not just
about making a donation. It is about making a difference,’ Kathy Calvin, CEO United
Nations Foundation.”

Ruth Faulks

Sometimes they arrive early,
more often on time.
Their dedication and good will
are volunteer traits that shine.
They work together, they laugh, they talk.
They share their day, and
many times their thoughts.
It’s no wonder they succeed
in volunteering as they do.
Ascension volunteers are simply the best!
and so cool.
Poet: Marie Leone, April, 2017
(written especially for
Sandra Boulter & Diane Bussey,
and all dedicated Ascension Volunteers)
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•

Our sympathy is extended to Alex
Van Nostrand on the death of her
dear friend and neighbour George
Richardson who died on February 11th.

•

Congratulations and best wishes to Janine Marzec who
was confirmed and Abby Mulvihill who reaffirmed her
confirmation vows at a service at the Cathedral on Sunday, May 7th.

•

On Sunday February 19th Jahmaica
Virginia Lippert-Rodney, daughter
of Erin Lippert and Norman Rodney
was baptized. We welcome them to our
Ascension family.

•

We wish Sepi Alavi all the best as she has moved to Toronto to be closer to her daughters. Her new address is
467 Fort York Blvd, Toronto ON, M5V 4A1; phone: 905531-1963.

•

Doris Cranfield is now residing at
Carlisle Place. We wish you every joy in
your new home, Doris.

•

Our sympathy goes to Dennis Goldsberry and his family on the passing of his brother Newell who died in Idaho
Falls on April 24th.

•

Florence Robertson a long-time
member of our parish died on March
4th in Hamilton. A celebration of her
life was held at the Church of the Resurrection on Saturday May 25th.

•

The Ascension family happily welcomes Thomazina
(Zia). A new addition to the Phillips family, she is now
part of the life of her mother Lori, sister Lily and grandmother Pat.

•

Some long time members of the Ascension will remember
Isobel Robinson, the wife of our former rector William
Robinson. Bill was rector here from 1962-1967; he later
became the bishop of Ottawa. Isobel died in her 99th year
in Peterborough on May 11th. A funeral will be held on
May 26th at St. John’s Anglican church in that city. Our
thoughts and prayers are sent to her family during this
time.

•

Gene Codd is now living at Carlisle
Place. During her many years at the
Ascension Gene was an active member
especially on the Pastoral Team. May
God continue to bless you in your new
home Gene.

•

Dave LeFebvre’s father Frederick
Joseph ( Bud) died on March 26th. We
send our love and prayers to Dave and
his family during this time of loss.

•

Many members of our parish family
were saddened to hear of the death on
March 28th of Constance McAdams
Tadros. At the time of her death she
was living near her daughter in the
United States.

•

It is with thankful hearts that we share
the news of the return home on April
7th of Diane Crocker who had been
in a serious accident in August.

•

Irene West has moved into a retirement home. Her new address is Baywoods Place (room 614), 327 Main
Street East, Hamilton. We wish you all
the best in your new home, Irene.

Confirmation at the Cathedral, May 7th. Above: Abby and Janine with Bishop Terry; below: Jean LePan, Sandra Boulter
and Ruth Roberts supporting the candidates.
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The ongoing ministry of the Pastoral Team seeks to share our love
and concern for members of our
Parish family, especially those
who are no longer able to attend
services regularly as well as those
who encounter special difficulties.
Margaret Gibbs ensures that
names entered into the Prayer List
book, located on the lectern at the
back of the church, are included in
the Sunday leaflet. Please feel free
to add names to this list. Margaret
reviews it after three months to
ensure that all needs are being
met.
Joy Drew, Diane Bussey and Martha Ronalds contact parishioners
whose names appear on the calendar that you will find as a part of
this newsletter. This ministry has
enabled us to keep in touch with
all of our members and sometimes
alerts the parish to special concerns.
Sunday flower delivery is coordi-

This year our Fundraising efforts
began with the Pancake supper
held on February 28th. This annual event was attended by about 50
people including some children
and a few visitors. We were able to
add $99.13 to the budget. Thanks
to those parishioners who assisted
the team in this project.
To date we have sold many packages of the special cards produced
by Mary Goldsberry and highlighting the work of the Holy Spirit as depicted in our Chapel windows. The cards (5 for $25.00)
will be available at the church on

nated by Ruth Faulks and is a very
important ministry. Many parishioners who receive the flowers are
very pleased to know that we at
the Ascension are remembering
them. Thanks also to those who
deliver the flowers following the
service.
If you are new to the Ascension,
please help us to know you better
by filling out the Emergency Contact information sheet. If for any
special reason it is important to
get in touch with someone near to
you, this information would be
most helpful. Sheets are available
from the Wardens, or please call
the office so that we can have this
information on file. Be assured
that all information will be held in
strict confidence and used only
when needed.
This Easter the members of the
Pastoral Team sent over 30 cards
to those on our list. Thanks to
Mary Goldsberry who once again
provided these beautiful cards

Sundays. A display will be set up
on the first Sunday of the month.
You may also call Marie at the office to place an order. Please let
others you know in the wider
church community about these
cards. It is our way of helping to
celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday
as well as providing information
about the growth of the Anglican
church in Canada
Thanks are extended to Abby
Mulvihill and Mary Goldsberry for
contributing write-ups about our
unique windows in the Niagara
Anglican. Watch for other articles

which depict our Easter windows.
Thanks to Bishop Terry and Deacon Jann who make regular
monthly visits at Carlisle Place.
Several of our Ascension members
are resident there. The services
that they conduct are most appreciated.
We have welcomed several new
members to our Parish family.
Thanks to Margaret and Joy for
making contact with those who
have signed our Visitors book.
The members of the Pastoral
Team are dedicated to sharing the
love of God with members of our
parish family. If you have concerns or ideas of ways in which we
could enhance this ministry,
please feel free to contact any
member of the Team. We are so
thankful for the many blessings
we have and are willing to share
with others this care and concern.
Ruth Roberts

in the coming months.
On April 8th a delightful afternoon
was experienced by approximately
30 people as we together enjoyed
afternoon tea. Delicious sandwiches and sweets along with a
hot cup of tea were thoroughly
enjoyed by all who attended.
Thanks to Janine Marzec for leading us in a sing song of old favourites. Our profit from this event
was approximately $400.00.
Even though she was able to be
with us for only a short time the
Fundraising Team was delighted

9

to have Janine with us. She made
many worthwhile contributions to our
events. Hopefully she will find it possible to rejoin us sometime in the future.
Thank you, Janine.
By the time you get this newsletter we
will have held our Jazz concert on May
26th. More about this in the next edition.
Please mark Friday, June 8th on your
calendars and plan to attend our
Spring Dinner. The special guest for
this occasion will be former Bishop
Ralph Spence who will speak about the
flags and heraldry of Canada. Bishop
Ralph is a world recognized expert in
this field and always has a very interesting story to tell about a topic of interest to all Canadians as we celebrate
our country’s birthday.
As always, your support of our Fundraising Team is most appreciated. Our
hope is to not only contribute financially to our parish but also to provide
opportunities for us to fellowship together and to give others in the wider
community a chance to learn more
about the Ascension family.

The Ascension Breakfast Club began in the 1970s under Rev. Paul
Jackson with early coordinators Gordie & Sally Hawkins and Margaret Harthun. Originally presented in the parish hall, for safety
and security concerns the program is now offered at Queen Victoria Elementary School on the proven principle that nutrition assists learning. This is community and church funded.
Menu is monitored by the Social Planning Council. We start
around 7:30 a.m. every other Wednesday setting out equipment
and supplies in our new kitchen with Catherine Dunford and Will
Thwaites. By 8 a.m. Cathy Laing, Dave Lefebvre, Jean LePan and
Brian Vanderwal join us to pour and bake. Diane Bussey arrives
then to pack, and Sandra Boulter and Stan Bowers clean up. The
containers are shipped to the school around 1 p.m. by Jack Faulks,
John Alldredge or Garry Brown. Communication and supplies are
maintained by Jean LePan.
Every Thursday morning, under the guidance of Chantelle Pealey
from 8 am, Patty Costen, Richard Barnes (Church of the Nativity)
and Will Thwaites organize bins with milk, fruit and often yoghurt
for thirteen classes where students have the choice to participate in
a snack.
In Christ we share our time and resources with what is now known
as the Achievement Breakfast Club.
Jean LePan, Will Thwaites

Ruth Roberts
In Touch is produced four to five
times yearly for the parish family of the
Church of the Ascension. The deadline
for the next newsletter, which will cover
September through November, is
Monday, August 21. Early submissions are always much appreciated.
Please direct submissions to:
mary_goldsberry@yahoo.com. Questions or concerns may also be directed
to the church office.
A sincere “thank you” to all who contributed to this edition of the newsletter.

Knitters for Peace is a new ministry involving needle-workers of all
kinds: knitters, crocheters, and quilters. Our service is to create
garments of comfort and love for people who would benefit from
being wrapped in a hug.
The prayer shawl or scarf is blessed and the person of intention is
prayed for before the garment is distributed. We thank the parish
for the enthusiastic reception we have received.
The Reverend Deacon Jann Maloney-Brooks
Serving the Mission to Seafarers
and The Church of the Ascension
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More photos above, page 6
On Holy Saturday, April 15th nine
members of our Ascension family
met with Robin McKee our tour
leader for a guided walk through
the Ascension section of the Hamilton Cemetery. Although the
weather was frequently misty and
peppered with scattered showers,
we hunkered down under our umbrellas for an interesting and enlightening tour of this part of our
history involving not only our parish but also the City of Hamilton.
Robin shared with us the fact that
since the Church of the Ascension
had no adjacent burial grounds
early members of our congregation purchased the land on Burlington Heights across the street
from what is now Dundurn Castle.
The Ascension was the first section in this cemetery. The present
driveway was the pathway that led
from the Bay up to the Heights
and was used by military forces to
defend the area. The next section

immediately past the driveway
was purchased by the Cathedral.
Later, the whole area was sold to
what is now known as the Hamilton Cemetery. Although it is probable that many members of the
Ascension were laid to rest in this
section soon other burials were
possible. On our tour we noted
that there was a recent burial –
the date, January 2017.
On our tour we stopped to hear
stories of some famous and perhaps some infamous people who
are buried in this section. There
was a Civil War hero who had
many adventures in the United
States military, the first Hamilton
fire chief and his son, a famous
band leader, a long time Hamilton
jeweller (Mr Pass – whose shop
still exists on John Street), a make
-up artist who worked at CHCH
and whose brother was involved
in illegal bootlegging activities and
Adelaide Hoodless who was a pio-

neer in the Women’s movement
not only in Hamilton but also in
Canada.
For many of us the highlight of the
tour was the serendipitous discovery of the monument erected to
our first rector Canon John Hebden and his family.
Our leader, Robin, was most engaging and did a lot of work to enable us to learn more about this
part of the cemetery. We were able
to leave the area a bit wet and
weary but certainly more informed about a special part of our
parish history.
For those of you who are interested in the early days of our cemetery, there is a section in our first
history book written by Mary
Farmer. Please speak to the Rector if you would like more information.
Ruth Roberts

