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Dear Friends,
Advent, the four weeks of preparation before Christmas, is an endangered season. Already, after Halloween, the Christmas decorations are on sale; by midNovember some friends have begun to put up Christmas trees and the Christmas carols have begun. Even within the church, we
begin our Christmas activities within Advent.
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But the existence of Advent (Latin, “before the coming”) reminds us that
Christmas requires some preparation, so that we know the background of
the Christmas story. It reminds us that we need to have a look at our lives to
see where we need to change before we enter into God’s strong affirmation
of humanity and human culture in Christmas.
In Christmas, our humanity is taken into God’s divinity, in the Word made
flesh. All parts of our earthly lives are given the potential to reflect God’s
glorious love, both within the church and beyond.
One aspect of Advent preparation is reflection on this balance in our parish
and personal lives between what is “within” and what is “beyond.” God is
both within us and beyond us. Our participation in God’s Mission in the
world is both within ourselves and beyond ourselves. As Christians we are
both centripetal and centrifugal in our focus and ministry.
If we examine inwardly, we might ask ourselves about our prayer lives, our
self-discipline in what we eat and drink (not to mention what we say), how
we use the social media (if we do), how we use our quiet time. Do, for example, we have a personal written prayer list that we update constantly and
use daily? Do we pray regularly for those who give us difficulties in one way
or another? Do we allow ourselves time to rest and have some enjoyment?
Because we are in God’s hands, do we move away from anxiety to trust?
From isolation to friendship with others?
If we examine outwardly, do we have ways to meet and get to know people
different from ourselves, ways to provide help and service to “the other,” to
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that person or group who is “other” whether because
of race, creed, poverty, culture or some other factor.
(As a church, we may well ask too if we provide
enough opportunities for such meetings both within
and without the church.)
In Advent and at Christmas, the time of the empty
Bethlehem inn and the Holy Family’s refugee flight
into Egypt, it is particularly important to think about
“the other” who has no place to stay, the refugee, the
person without food or money. And not just with
“thoughts and prayers” but with real action.
This Advent we are encouraging parishioners
(especially those with children and grandchildren) to
participate in a Reverse Advent Project, in which a
box with an empty compartment for every day of Advent, is filled, day by day with gifts for St. Matthew’s
House. It is a “reverse” Advent because for many
(especially children) Advent is a time of waiting to
receive gifts at Christmas. Here, more truly, Advent
becomes a time to give to those who have big needs:
using each day in Advent to make a small gift. One of
those compartments might contain a cash gift for St.
Matthew’s House. More details will be provided
about this project. It is entirely voluntary.
Of course, we shall also have our Giving Tree with
gifts going to a family identified by St. Matthew’s
House, to help them have a joyful gift-filled Christmas.

Gifts for Primate’s World Relief and Development
Fund (PWRDF) are also especially appropriate over
Advent and Christmas – to support the refugee, the
victims of human rights abuses, those terribly affected by natural disasters and poverty. Envelopes are
available, or you can make your own.
But reaching out is not only about money and other
material resources. Advent is a time to consider
more seriously how we as a parish and individually
might reach out in terms of relationship and friendship, for example, to First Nations peoples, to those
of very different cultural and religious traditions
than our own, to the one who is a stranger in one
way or another. We shall be having more discussion
on this way of reaching out during Advent and beyond.
In the meantime, I would urge you to slow down a
bit and don’t “do” Christmas immediately. Worship
during Advent with that theme of preparation and
generosity (times of services are included in this
newsletter) and don’t pay so much attention to the
Christmas decorations and music that surround us
until the day comes. Genuinely reflect on how we can
grow to become better representatives of the Incarnate Word made flesh whom we celebrate at Christmas. May God strengthen us in that work.
Faithfully,
+Terry, Bishop-Rector
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As always, at the Ascension, it has been a busy fall.
Deacon Jann and Sue Hawthorne-Bate have done a
wonderful job with the monthly community lunches,
which are a warm, informal way for visitors and new
parishioners to ease into life in the parish. John
Laing put on a splendid concert September 30 with
the Dundas Trio, Voces Animae and a fine String
Quartet.
The Fundraising committee not only had a successful Oktoberfest Dinner (and the Christmas Dinner
will be soon) but have also come up with very creative initiatives, including the sales of elegant and
professional Parishioner Name Tags and of Chili
Dinners – special thanks to Margaret Gibbs for her
hard work in both of these.
We have had to do a lot of organizing around our fire
safety, and even had a fire drill on a Sunday morning, which went amazingly well. Special thanks to

St. Anne’s Music and Drama Society is performing
Ruddigore by Gilbert and Sullivan. Ruddigore was
first performed in London England in 1887.

Ruth Faulks and Robert Pearce who have put much
time and effort into helping us comply with the fire
codes. The fire panel which was very old and had become extremely troublesome has had to be replaced.
Plans are moving forward for a removable rail near
the lectern and an outdoor message board on John
Street to help passersby learn more about how much
is going on within these walls.
Finally, the Annual Vestry Meeting will be here before we turn around, on February 4. So, it's time to
put heads together with the Trustees and prepare the
budget, and to do all the other planning.
Very best wishes to all friends of the Ascension, near
and far,
Nicole Smith, Rector’s Warden

A young farmer loves a maiden, but both are too shy
to tell the other. But the famer has a secret. He is really Sir Ruthven Murgatroyd, the rightful Baronet of
Ruddigore, in disguise. His younger brother, Despard, believing Ruthven to be dead, has assumed the
title of his foster brother.
Come and join us in this annual pilgrimage to see
how Gilbert and Sullivan resolve the various conflicts and dilemmas in this delightful operetta with
many twists and turns through music and humour.

The opera is a parody of the stock melodrama — the
villain who carries off the maiden; the priggishly
good-mannered poor-but-virtuous-heroine; the hero
in disguise, and his faithful old retainer who dreams
of their former glory days; the snake in the grass who
claims to be following his heart; the wild, mad girl;
the swagger of fire-eating patriotism; ghosts coming
to life to enforce a curse; and so forth, Gilbert turns
the moral absolutes of melodrama upside down:
Good becomes bad, bad becomes good, and heroes
take the easy way out.

The Annual Pilgrimage to Toronto to see another
Gilbert and Sullivan production will be Saturday
February 3, 2018 for a 2:00 p.m. performance. The
tickets are $22.00 for seniors and $27.00 for adults
($22.00 for all if there are 10 people in the group).
Please see Jean LePan if interested. The cut off date
to notify Jean is Sunday, January 14, 2018.
Jean LePan

4

Your Fundraising Team is pleased to report that the
Octoberfest Dinner was well received by all who attended. Special thanks are extended to John Laing
and Pamela Marques who shared several musical
selections during the course of the evening. The
Team also wishes to acknowledge the many parishioners who helped not only with the preparations
but also with the clean–up.
It was during this dinner that we took the opportunity to get some feedback about our fundraising activities. The responses were most helpful. Generally we
feel that most people appreciate what we are doing
at the present. The monthly dinners were approved
by most people. The entertainment was felt to be a
good idea as well as the serving of alcohol. Most people felt that the price of $20.00 was reasonable. We
also received many other suggestions which will be
shared with the team at upcoming meetings as we
plan for the new year. As always, if you have a suggestion about something we could do to enhance our
program please do not hesitate to contact a member
of the team.

We have just completed our latest fundraising project. The sale of Chili was held on Sunday, November
19th. We are again wishing to express our thanks to
Janine Marzec and our team members Margaret
Gibbs, Alex VanNostrand, Sue Richardson, John

We explore the benefits of
mission at the Ascension in a
variety of ways. We share
resources with outreach to
the community: Achievement Breakfast Club, addiction management, maintenance of Diocesan intent, opportunities to gather. . .
We donate time to unity in our congregation: altar
guild, flowers, management of funds, readers, administration, staff, Bible studies, intercessions, upkeep with setting, attention to comfort in group
gatherings with socials, births, birthdays, deaths . . .
And in the warmth of service in Jesus’ name comes a

Pike and Ruth Roberts for making the chili. We
thank God that we made exactly enough to fill all the
orders and had no left-overs.
It is now time to plan to attend, mark your calendar
and purchase your ticket for our annual Christmas
turkey dinner on Friday December the 8th. As is our
custom we will begin with a Meet and Greet in the
Chapel at 5:00 p.m. (This part of the evening not only provides an opportunity for fellowship with others
but also allows the cooks to work uninterrupted in
the kitchen). We will sit down to dinner at about
6:00 p.m. and then enjoy a presentation of Flanders
and Swann entertainers – John Stephen and Malcolm Ramsay. These talented gentlemen will have
some fun songs and Christmas melodies to share.
Tickets are $20.00 and are ready for purchase on
Sundays or through the church office. As always we
are sincerely indebted to Stan Bowers and Jean LePan for taking on the responsibility for organizing
the food for this special meal.
A special request: We would like to have
some help in preparing the potatoes and carrots prior to the dinner. If you could help
please contact Jean and she will let you know
when the help is needed. Thanks so much.
Ruth Roberts

sense of belonging, of contribution to peace both external and internal with forgiveness, sharing, patience, openness, hospitality, honour and respect for
the dignity of the sacred in each. I am frequently inspired with the passion with which we recognize
skills and encourage involvement, as well as the acceptance with which we interact with attention to
individual needs. The heart of our parish is strong
because we donate our time in communion to a common drive: life is richer when we meet to benefit
from strengths and to exercise serenity with challenges as we respond to the intent of love in Christ
Will Thwaites
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Belated congratulations to Margaret and Jim
Gibbs who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on August 26. We are blessed to have you both
as contributing members of our Ascension family.



Our sympathy is extended to Janine Marzec on
the death of her husband John Dougherty on August 31st. A service for John was held at the Ascension.



Congratulations to Joseph Arevalo our very
talented guest soloist who completed his studies and exams and is now qualified as a medical doctor.



The Ascension family extends their condolences to
Ivy Henderson on the sudden, tragic death of her
niece Tammy Jane in Bukina Faso, Africa on August
13th. A service was held on August 26th in Hamilton.





Condolences and prayers are extended to Jeff
Bonner on the death of his mother Dorothy on
September 6. Bishop Terry conducted a service for
Dorothy.

Faye Stephenson has now moved permanently to New Brunswick to be closer to her
family. Her positive, cheerful personality and
devotion to the work here at the Ascension will
be missed. We wish you all the best, Faye. God
Bless.



Our sympathy is extended to David March
on the death of his brother Stephen Witts in
Hamilton.



Janine Marzec has now moved to a new
home on Queenston Road. We wish you all the
best, Janine, as you begin this new chapter in
your life. May God continue to bestow his
blessings upon you.





Our love and best wishes are extended to Mary
and Dennis Goldsberry who celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary in August. We thank God
for your many talents that you both share with our
Ascension family.

We at the Ascension are so happy for you, Leonel, as you continue in God’s service both here
at the Ascension and also at St. John the Evangelist.

On Sunday, September 21st Leonel Abaroa-Boloña
was ordained Deacon at Christ Church Cathedral.

This past August, the Corktown Neighbourhood Association
held their event here at the Ascension. The people of Corktown were invited to help paint a mural depicting historic
moments in Corktown.
Later, in October, in conjunction with their Hallowe’en Saturday held closest to October 31st in Shamrock Park, Jack
and I were invited to the unveiling of this painting. This mural will soon hang in Shamrock Park at Augusta and Walnut
St. S. It was a fun time, with a photographer taking photos of
all; Stripes, the Tiger Cat Mascot (Jack took a picture of a
TiCat fan – me; with Stripes!). Police Horse RHLI (sounds
like Riley) was also in attendance with his police officer partner, Keith. RHLI even had a Royal Hamilton Light Infantry
medallion on his chest. There was a singing duo, face painting, crafts, games and a costume parade for children and
some donated goodies from area businesses.
Ruth Faulks
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Robert Pearce for arranging for the installation
of a hand rail near the pulpit.



All those who assisted in decorating the
church for Thanksgiving. Your participation and
ideas were most appreciated.



The many helpers who worked along with the
Fundraising Team on the Octoberfest dinner. As
always, you help to make these activities worthwhile both financially and socially.



Margaret Gibbs whose idea of magnetic name
tags was most appreciated. Thanks for looking
after this project, Margaret. (These name tags are
still available – see Margaret if interested)





Sandra Boulter for volunteering to look after
the coffee hours on Sunday. Along with Phyllis
Brown these ladies and some other helpers ensure that the social time following the service is
an enjoyable one.
Mary Goldsberry for once again supplying the
Christmas cards that will be sent to those parishioners whose names are on our Pastoral List.

Above: Stan Bowers waiting to receive the Order of Niagara, Oct. 15. Right: the fruit-cake bakers in the Ascension
kitchen and a scene from Leonel’s ordination on Sept. 21.



Stan Bowers, Ruth Roberts and Martha
Ronalds who gave a brief outline of some of
our unknown Saints during the homily on All
Saints Day.



The members of the Altar Guild who made
such meaningful and respectful decorations
for Remembrance Day this year. It was much
appreciated by many in attendance.



Sue Hawthorne-Bate, Rev. Jann and
helpers who have provided tasty meals for our
Community Lunches following services in October and November. Your efforts are much
appreciated.



Ruth Faulks for the outstanding work she
has done with organizing and monitoring
those renting our facilities.



Stan Bowers who delivered the Homily on
November 19th. Your words gave us much to
think about, Stan.



Murray Allen and Robert Pearce for their
continued efforts to keep our grounds in good
condition.



Robert Pearce for taking on the responsibility for the fire alarm system and the fire drills.
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The members of the Pastoral Team do
their best to keep in touch with parishioners in a variety of ways.
Thanks to Diane Bussey and Joy Drew
(who we are happy to have back on our
team), regular contact is made with parishioners through the monthly calendar.
Hopefully you too use this calendar that is
included with each Newsletter to remember members of our parish family. Recently
at one of our Bible Study evenings we
shared times when we have become frustrated. One of our members, who at the
time greatly upset about a certain situation, was contacted by a “Calendar Caller.”
This phone call made all the difference in
the life of that individual at that time. We
never know when a friendly voice from the
church has served to make someone’s life
better. God has often worked in His own
special ways, through special people to
show His love.
Bishop Terry shared with us the fact that
Rev. Jim Anderson has joined our parish
family. Jim has worked in Addition Counselling and is now retired. We welcome
Jim to our parish family. As well we welcomed Nigel, Joseph and Dan who have
attended several services lately.
As mentioned in the last Newsletter we often begin our meetings by sharing our response to a particular question. Perhaps
you might like to consider your response to
our question last month. “Could you please
share with us a little bit about a person
who influenced your Christian life?”
As always, if you are aware of a particular
need in our parish family please feel free to
contact Bishop Terry or Marie our secretary or any member of our Pastoral Team.
Members of the team include Jean LePan,
Rev. Leonel Abaroa-Boloña, Diane Bussey,
Ruth Faulks, Martha Ronalds, Rev. Janice
Maloney-Brooks, Margaret Gibbs, Merle
Jordan, Joy Drew and Ruth Roberts.

So far this year, The Ascension has donated approximately
1500 lbs. of foodstuffs and hygiene items. We’ve also sent in
monetary gifts, as well. Thanks so very much for thinking of
St. Matthew’s when you are grocery shopping! The need is so
great, and continual donations are always appreciated.
Please put donations in the basket near the front glass doors.

Every year, we remember our loved ones in
the Christmas leaflets and donating towards
the Christmas flowers that decorate our
church, as well. Please use the Form on the
back table to write your special wording.
An envelope is provided for your use to put on the Offertory
Plate. A minimum of $10.00 is suggested. For further information, please speak with Ruth Faulks (905-544-8438). The
deadline for receiving your information is Monday, December 11.

The 2018 Canadian Church (Anglican/Lutheran) calendars
are available for gift giving or for your home or office. Cost:
$8.00 each. They are available from John Pike, Marie in the
Parish Office or Ruth Faulks.

In Touch is produced four times yearly for the parish family of the Church of the Ascension. The deadline for the next
newsletter, which will cover March through May, is Monday, February 19. Early submissions are always much appreciated.
Please direct submissions to: mary_goldsberry@yahoo.com.
Questions or concerns may also be directed to the church
office.
A sincere “thank you” to all who contributed to this edition
of the newsletter.

