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Dear Friends,
Advent (Latin, before the coming) struggles to exist in
our secular world. Not long after Halloween, the
Christmas goods come out on the store shelves and the
Christmas carols begin to play. Yet the roughly four weeks of Advent immediately before Christmas are still very much a part of our church year. Indeed, they mark the beginning of it. So, on the first Sunday of Advent, December 2nd, we shall again begin to light the Advent candles and sing the
great hymns of Advent.
www.ascensionchurch.ca
secretary@ascensionchurch.ca
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One principal Advent theme is Expectant Hope. We put ourselves in the
place of ancient Israel and await the Messiah whose birth is marked on
Christmas Day. We join in the expectant hope of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
awaiting the birth of One who will change the world. Thus, it is a common
modern liturgical practice to use blue, associated with the Blessed Virgin
Mary, as the liturgical colour of the season. I have hopes of one day having
blue altar and pulpit hangings for the season.
Of the three cardinal virtues of Faith, Hope and Love (Charity), Hope sometimes gets the short shrift. There are many theological arguments, both historical and current, about the nature of Faith, with creeds, ancient and modern emerging from them. Likewise, we know that Love is at the absolute centre of our Christian lives, the ground of all our relationships and, indeed,
even our existence, for God is Love.
Hope sometimes comes across as just a good thing to have – as though some
have it and some do not. But Advent reminds us that Hope too is fundamental to the Christian life. We are called to be hopeful people, no matter how
difficult situations are, whether personal, political, financial or social.
It is common to refer to situations (or worse, even people) as “hopeless.” Yet
the good news that the coming Messiah brings should encourage us to cultivate hope in our lives, even in the face of death and disaster. We have friends
around us to encourage us. For Christians, even death includes the hope of
Resurrection.
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One Advent resolution might be to
try in small ways to offer hope to
one another – in words of encouragement, in appropriate gifts, in
giving a listening ear, in genuine
loving engagement. Our Giving
Tree and Advent boxes offer us a
chance to give hope to others. Our
gifts may be quite modest and that
is fine. This is a season where many
are alone and without hope. Invite a
friend to church and to our various
activities in this season. Offer encouragement, not criticism.
May this Advent season be one of
increased hope for you, your family
and your friends. We are not without hope. The Hope of the nations
makes us people of Hope. Hope increases Love, helping us to grow
into the perfect Love that we shall
mark at Christmas.
Faithfully,
+Terry

Into this world he did come to us in humble dwellings and
wrapped in swaddling clothe. Angels did sing praises unto his
well awaited arrival. Shepherds abiding in the fields harkened to
songs of the angels calling out the good news of Christ the redeemer. These shepherds bear witness to the coming of the Saviour. Three wise men followed a brilliant star which led them to a
lowly manger where the infant was placed. They brought gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh to exalt the anointed one. The
heavens opened up and all the angels and saints chimed in with
praises for the new born babe. They, rejoicing and singing with
much gladness and merriment: "Holy! Holy! Holy! Peace on
earth!" They worship him knowing the passion of his mission
that is to come. Calling him the sacrificial one; the lamb of humility; The Saviour to the people; they sing hallowed praises to
the newborn who has come to redeem us and bring us to the
gates of heaven. God did have mercy upon his people. He delivers justice with a gentle heart. He answers those who call upon
him for us all to be delivered. Blessed are we through his glorious
clemency. Rejoice and be merry for the Saviour has come. When
the gates of heaven open up and the apostles greet you they shall
say "it is by his will that we are saved." Peace upon earth. Rejoice! Rejoice! Acknowledge the call and humble your heart. Pray
to God, the father, the son and the Holy Spirit. All shall be united
as one in God. Blessed be his people; blessed be the angels; and
blessed be the saints. For a child is born unto us, most humble
and holy, a Saviour for us all. In a manger he was laid and revealed to the world by a brilliant star in the celestial sky. Thus, it
is the birth of our Lord and Saviour.
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To educate parishioners about the Church of the Ascension Trust Funds and assist those considering
making donations or bequests, the Trustees began,
with the previous issue of In Touch, to outline the
purpose and importance of each Fund. We not only
want to make people aware of the existence of these
funds but also inspire future donors with confidence
that their gifts will be handled with the greatest respect for the purposes for which they were given.

The Nind Fund: a fund for educational purposes,
for young and older people attending conferences,
seminars and education outside the parish. It may
also be used for the support of outreach activities
both within the parish and in the community (e.g. for
work among people other than what is done in connection with regular church school or society activities such as summer vacation schools, camps, and
sending delegates to conventions).

In the last issue we dealt with the Legacy General
Fund, the General Investment Fund, Outreach and
Organ Funds. In addition to these there are:

Other uses of this Fund include rendering assistance
to needy parishes in the Diocese of Niagara and also
other needy causes outside the church such as victims
of fire or some other disaster. In addition, it may render assistance to children of clergy in the north for
the purpose of furthering their education away from
home.

The Church of the Ascension Bells: a fund for
repairs and possible upgrades of the bells so that they
may be rung again. This fund was used recently to resecure them, a necessary safety measure.
The Warburton Education Fund: a fund for the
education of the child or children of the Rector during his/her term at the Ascension.
The Thank Offering Mission Fund: a fund used
for the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom, to stimulate the missionary ideals of the Church of the Ascension by assisting purely mission work of the Anglican
Church, preferably in Canada, and only when carried
on under distinctly evangelical management. None of
the income of this fund is to be spent for debts, expenses or mission apportionments of the Church of
the Ascension.

The Rectory Fund: Money from this fund can only
be drawn with the approval of the Diocese of Niagara.
The McLaren Fund is directed to the operating
costs of the congregation, its facilities, programs, new
initiatives, and the wider ministry of the church.
The Restoration/Ramp Fund: All funds are to be
used for the Ramp Accessibility Restoration entrance
to the church.
Ttrustees: Pat Maynes, Robert Pearce, John Pike,
Ruth Roberts and Will Thwaites.
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On Friday, September 14th we held a dinner featuring
a delicious meal of Chicken Divan, veggies, dessert
and beverage. There were over 65 guests who were
delighted with the Performance of “the Song of the
Grand,” a very professional performance that was
thoroughly enjoyed. We were able to realize a profit
of $928.67. Thanks to all who attended.
On Friday, October 19th another enjoyable dinner was
held with entertainment provided by the Hawaiian
Dancers from the YWCA. (Thanks to Barbara Laing
for suggesting this talented group). The evening was
most enjoyable with about six group dances and several individual performances. The evening ended by
the leader engaging us in our own performance to a
traditional Hawaiian melody. The proceeds from this
dinner came to $441.75.
On November 18th we held a Bake Sale which to date
has realized a profit of about $500. Thanks to some
members of the team and Joyce King who spent time
at the church to make dozens of Belgian Cookies for
the sale. Thanks too, to the other parishioners who

At our recent meeting we opened with a question that
may spark a special memory for you. “What Christmas Preparation is a ‘Must Do” for you? Our members mentioned putting up the tree, setting out the
Nativity set, baking the Christmas cake, listening to
the Messiah. They are some special things to do during this busy yet meaningful season. What special
thing must you do?
We have had some positive responses to the phone
calls that have been made by our “Calendar Callers” –
Joy Drew, Diane Crocker and Barbara Laing. One
individual spoke about how the call came at just the
right time, and another noted with thanks that the
church remembered them. This is an important aspect of our ministry as caring Christians, and we are
thankful that our callers are so willing to share in this
project.
Many thanks are extended to Ruth Faulks and her
several helpers who deliver flowers following the

contributed baked goods to this project.
Our annual Christmas dinner is fast approaching.
Jean and Stan, our capable chefs have their plans in
place. They would really appreciate help before the
meal in preparing some aspects of the meal. There is
a sign- up sheet at the back, but please speak to Jean
if you can help for a few hours.
The date for the Christmas dinner is Friday,
December 7. As usual we will begin with a Meet
and Greet in the Chapel followed by the usual traditional turkey, along with ham and all the trimmings.
The entertainment for the evening will be provided
by the Sons of Italy Choir (Marie, our secretary is a
member). The price of this special meal is $25.00.
Wine will be available for purchase. This is truly a
great way to begin the holiday season, so plan to
come and bring a friend or two. Tickets are available
now; call the church to reserve.
Blessings to all for a joyous Christmas!
Ruth Roberts

Sunday service. Once again this ministry enables us
to keep in touch with members of our parish who are
mainly shut-in, celebrating a special occasion or in
hospital.
At the present time we have a few people in the hospital, and Bishop Terry has made several visits to
them. We are thankful for his ministry among us.
Please do let us know if there are any circumstances
in which we can be of help.
Please remember to bring your used glasses to the
church and we will ensure that they get to WE Davies
to be forwarded on to those in need. Also you can
bring any used stamps to church and place them in
the jar on the table in the porch where they will be
used by the Christian Salvage Mission to send books
overseas. This mission also takes good used books to
send to foreign countries.
Ruth Roberts
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Members of the parish were saddened to hear of
the death on July 29th of Lucy Pickard. A service for Lucy was held at the Ascension on September 4th. Our sympathy is extended to her family and friends.
Congratulations to Catherine Bell who received
the Order of Niagara from Bishop Bell on Sunday,
September 30. This honour is richly deserved for
all the work you have done for the Ascension,
Catherine.



Best wishes are extended to Rev. Leonel Aboroa-Boloña who began a new facet of his ministry at St. Luke’s Burlington on September 2.



Our sympathy is extended to Barbara Laing on
the death of her son Charles on August 29. You
remain in our prayers, Barbara.



Lois Robinson, a former member of our parish
and a good friend to Ruth and Jack Faulks, died
on August 29th. Lois was a frequent guest at our
dinners and will be missed.



Jim Anderson has now moved to Aberdeen
Gardens. We wish you all the best in your new
home, Jim.



Congratulations to Marjorie Pilgrim on the
birth of her first grandson. Adrian Terrance
Sinnott was born in Toronto on September 6th.
Proud parents are Kate and Shane.



Our sympathy is sent to John and Mary Lynn
Fleming on the death of John’s sister Lois Burris on September 27th.



Rosemary and Jim Styles have moved. Rosemary is now living at the Durand Residence
(soon to be the Cardinal), and Jim is at Camelot
Towers, Apt. 1103. Best wishes to both of you as
you adjust to your new addresses.



A former member of our Parish, Elizabeth
(Elsie) Love died on October 20th. A service
was held at the Ascension on November 10th with
interment at White Chapel.
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• Trudy Hall and all those who assist with the Altar

Guild preparations. Your work, although mostly
unseen, is greatly appreciated.
• Bishop Terry who spent the night on fire watch

on October 9th.
• Andrew Fleming who made a new credence ta-

ble which was dedicated to the memory of Wendy
Smith.
• Marjorie Pilgrim, Janine Marzec, Cathe-

rine Dunford, Trudy Hall, Ruth Faulks,
Sandra Boulter and Ruth Roberts who so
ably assisted in the Funeral reception for Lucy
Pickard, held on September 4.
• Ruth Roberts for taking part in a conversation

with Bishop Terry on September 16th re the Primate’s Fund.
• Ruth and Jack Faulks for the work they did on

updating the Wardens’ Board. It is much appreciated.
• Marie Leone (our secretary) for submitting her

poetry to the Niagara Anglican. It was a joy to
read!
• Ruth Faulks for her work on ensuring that flow-

• All those who helped with the first community

lunch, Marjorie Pilgrim, Sandra Boulter, Suzette Medford who worked in the kitchen as well
as Ruth Roberts and Ruth Faulks who helped in
the organization.
• The several parishioners who assisted with the re-

ception after the funeral service for Elsie Love.
• Ruth and Jack Faulks as well as Stan Bowers

who were on hand while the latest film crew was on
site at the Ascension.
• Jack Faulks for painting the yellow safety stripes

on the outdoor front steps.
• Shelley Waring and all those responsible for en-

suring that our overhead projection of the service is
working effectively.
• All our Ascension Bakers who contributed their

time and talents to making the Bake Sale a success.

ers are delivered to our shut-ins and other parishioners. Thanks also to her helpers in this ministry.

Following the series on Aging held during the summer, some investigation was held with the City Of
Hamilton with the view to starting a Community
Lunch Program. The City could provide a Certified
Food Handler and give assistance with the purchasing and preparing of the meal.

more people from the community join us. The next
luncheon will be on December 11, and we hope that
parishioners will invite their friends and neighbours.
In order to purchase the right quantity of food it is
necessary to let the office know if you are attending
by the preceding Friday morning.

Our first lunch was held on Tuesday, November 13th
with mostly the members of the morning Bible Study
attending. Fortunately we had the good help of parishioners Marjorie Pilgrim, Sandra Boulter and Suzette Medford to assist. There were about 20 guests.
Reports from the meal suggest that it was tasty, well
run and good value (approximately $5.00).

There are many in our community who are single
and need not only food but also fellowship, so we at
the Ascension are attempting to enter this ministry
with these goals in mind.

We plan to continue this event and hopefully have

Ruth Roberts, the chair of Pastoral, and Ruth Faulks,
the chair of Outreach, are working together on this
project so if you have questions or comments please
speak to them.
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So far this year, The Ascension has donated many
foodstuffs and hygiene items. We’ve also sent in monetary gifts, as well. Thanks so very much for thinking of
St. Matthew’s when you are grocery shopping! The
need is so great and continual donations are always
appreciated. Please put donations in basket near front
glass doors. Please remember to also donate your older; but, usable warm hats and mitts for giving out at
our John Street visitors, that our office administrator,
Marie sees during the week. Please wash these items
first, if you can.

Every year, we remember our loved ones in the Christmas leaflets and donating towards the Christmas flowers that decorate our church, as well. Please use the
Form on the back table to write your special wording.
An envelope is provided for your use to put on the Offertory Plate. A minimum of $10.00 is suggested. For
more information, please speak with Ruth Faulks (905
-544-8438). The deadline for receiving your information is Monday, December 10.
Flower Deliverers will be needed to deliver our
Christmas flowers on December 30 after the 10
a.m. worship service. Please spare some time for
this caring Ministry – either to deliver on that Sunday
or during the following week. Please look for a sign-up
sheet later in December.

2018 Canadian Church (Anglican) Calendars show pictures each month of either our Anglican ministries or
church pictures. There are a few still available for gift
giving, for your home or office at $8.00 each. Available
from John Pike, Marie in the Parish Office or Ruth
Faulks.

Every year, we help make St. Matthew’s House Families’ Christmas a little brighter by choosing a tag or
maybe even two, from The Giving Tree, to purchase
either a gift for the children or vouchers for the parents. There will posted explanations above the fireplace. The deadline to return these gifts and vouch-

ers is Sunday, December 9 so that we (Jack
Faulks, Catherine Laing, Sandra Boulter and Ruth
Faulks) can box everything up and deliver to the St.
Matthew’s Depot. Please hand the vouchers
personally to Ruth Faulks. Thanks for your help
in this worthwhile and caring Ministry.

This lovely acapella choir (with some members who
are graduates of our John Laing’s founding Hamilton Children’s Choir) held their day’s workshop on
Nov. 17th here in our Ascension Sanctuary. Their
music is beautiful with some flute, piano and guitar.
John Laing was asked to speak at this workshop and
the young adults of this choir were most appreciative of his talk. They are presenting, Aurora, A
Scandinavian Winter Songscape, with featured soloist, Dan MacDonald, Fiddle here at The Ascension
on Saturday, December 8th at 7:30 pm Tickets
are $20.00 at the door. Do try to attend and support
them. Look for their posters on our e-mails or our
bulletin boards.

We have booked the group Infinitely More for a
Twelfth Night concert on Saturday, January 5th at
7:30 p.m. in the church. Admission will be $15.
Infinitely More is a full time, nationally touring
ministry devoted to spreading the Gospel through
song. Their concerts offer a fusion of folk, pop, jazz,
hymns and worship. More information about their
music and ministry can be found on the internet at
www.InfinitelyMore.ca

Bishop Terry and Shelley Waring representing the Parish at
the RHLI Homecoming Ball in September.
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On Sunday, December 16, 1973, a large morning
congregation was charmed and delighted when another pageant was shown. With Mr. and Mrs. Ross
Crocker and their family as narrators and with Canon Sewell’s script, “The nativity of Our Lord in Music and Word” was presented, most of the actors and
actresses being the youngest and littlest members of
the Church of the Ascension Sunday School. Mrs.
Sewell and helpers made appropriate and attractive
costumes, and the children were ably directed by
Miss Ruth Roberts, each little tiggywinkle playing its
part to perfection.
A platform had been set up at the top to the chancel
steps so that all those in the nave could see the tiny
actors, and the Girls’ Choir stood in the sanctuary
contributing an important part towards the effectiveness of the scene. Mrs. Westall directed the choir
and Miss Wendy Westall sang the Magnificat superbly.

After Isaiah, Joseph and Mary, Elizabeth, the Angels, Shepherds, and Wise men had all made an appearance, the little Animals came bursting through
the west door of the church, ears flapping, paws outstretched, and with jingle bells ringing charged
down towards the chancel stage – a most effective
finale, enough to melt the heart of Herod, and a
touch of genius on the part of Miss Roberts.
We are fortunate today to still have as members and
adherents of our Ascension family Sue HawthorneBate, and Maria Robinson who were Angels, John
Bokstein who was Joseph, Michael King (son of
Joyce) who was a Shepherd, David Couchman, Billy
Bokstein and Tommy Heath who were animals.

In Touch is produced four times yearly for the parish family of The
Church of the Ascension. The deadline for the next newsletter, which
will cover March through May, is Tuesday, February 19. Early
submissions are always much appreciated.
Please direct submissions to: mary_goldsberry@yahoo.com.
Questions or concerns may also be directed to the church office.

A sincere “thank you” to all who contributed to this edition of the
newsletter.

